




For more than 50 years, Palmdale has been on the leading edge
of America’s newest technologies, with major breakthroughs in aerospace,

materials science, energy and the environment.

This spirit of innovation has led to the creation of a thriving community of
more than 150,000 residents and nearly 2,000 businesses with diverse
interests and capabilities.

Today, Palmdale offers not only world-class engineering and state-of-the-art
manufacturing facilities, but remarkable new medical facilities, a strong
service sector and a robust retail marketplace as well.

So set your sights a little higher. Come explore Palmdale, a city ready to
exceed all expectations.
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2010
Joint Strike Fighter

For the better part of the 20th century and well into
this new millennium, America’s aerospace industry 
has relied on Air Force Plant 42 in Palmdale and the 
region’s skilled and knowledgeable workforce to arrive
at ingenious solutions to tough challenges.

The Cold War’s infamous U-2 spy plane along with the
SR-71 Blackbird took flight from Air Force Plant 42 in
the 1960s.

In the 1970s, it was The Boeing Company in Palmdale
who built the space shuttle orbiter and continued the
technological upgrades and maintenance.

Palmdale ushered in the stealth era in the 1980s as the
F-117 and B-2 bombers were rolled out.

The 1990s saw Palmdale’s aviation capabilities expand
as Lockheed Martin moved its famed “Skunk Works”
here.

The dawning of a new millennium brought new pilotless
plane technology to the region with the advent of the
Global Hawk, assembled in Palmdale by Northrop
Grumman.

Finding new efficiencies through common research 
and development, the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter with
variations for the Air Force, Navy and Marines is being
built in part by Northrop Grumman at its new Antelope
Valley Manufacturing Center in Palmdale in cooperation
with leading contractor Lockheed Martin. 



stellar results

NASA did. The people at NASA chose Palmdale as the home of

their new airborne infrared telescope. Designed to complement

existing space and earth-based telescopes, the new Stratospheric

Observatory for Infrared Astronomy (SOFIA) is bringing new 

insights into the creation and evolution of the universe.

As the world’s largest airborne astronomical observatory, SOFIA

provides three times better image quality and vastly increased

observational sensitivity than its predecessor. Missions are flown

worldwide at altitudes in excess of 40,000 feet, above 99% of

the atmosphere’s water, giving it an unprecedented view of the

heavens. 
“The City has played a key part in
allowing us to come [to Palmdale]
... scientists, experimenters and 
researchers come here from all
over the world in groups of up to
100. They are able to take advantage
of the City’s amenities to make
their stay more pleasant and have 
a great work environment.”

Steve Schmidt
Director

Dryden Aircraft Operations, NASA

Part of the Dryden Aircraft Operations Facilities 

at Site 9 in Palmdale, NASA’s airborne science

program employs some 200 scientists, engineers

and technicians and hosts scores of visiting 

scientific investigators from throughout the globe.

NASA is just one of several major aerospace 

interests with operations at ten distinct facilities

within the famed Air Force Plant 42 in Palmdale.

Lockheed Martins’ famed “Skunk Works” is 

headquartered here employing more than 3,700

workers. Northrop Grumman employs 2,100 

locally while Boeing, the world’s leading aerospace

firm, has a team of more than 850 employees

working on contracts for both NASA and the 

Department of Defense.



City-owned Joe Davies 

Heritage Airpark and the 

adjacent Blackbird Airpark Museum (an annex of the Air Force’s

Flight Test Museum) display a number of retired aircraft with

strong ties to Plant 42, including the famed SR-71 Blackbird, a

scale model of the B-2 stealth bomber and numerous other 

experimental and production planes.

Global Hawk, the unmanned aerial 

vehicle made famous in the Iraqi and

Afghan wars is produced here as are 

a number of still classified advanced

aviation projects.

The FAA also operates its Los Angeles

Air Route Traffic Control Center 

adjacent to Plant 42.

Occupying nearly 6,000 acres and 

3.2 million square feet of industrial

space, Air Force Plant 42 includes 

two 12,000-foot runways and ten 

production sites.



“Delta Scientific benefits from
the Antelope Valley’s ready and
able workforce. For manufacturing,
we hire experienced trade and
craft workers. We also have 
access to outstanding engineers
and other professionals. Delta
works closely with the South 
Valley WorkSource Center to 
find good candidates. We take
particular pride in hiring veterans.”

David Dickinson
Senior Vice President
Delta Scientific Corp.

innovative solutions

Keeping projects on track. When Kinkisharyo International,

Japan’s leading railcar manufacturer, needed rapid access to 

facilities to fulfill a nearly $900 million contract with the Metro

rail system, they looked to Palmdale to help get things rolling.

The City of Palmdale, working alongside the County of 

Los Angeles and Metro leadership, helped Kinkisharyo establish

operations in an empty aircraft plant which was converted into 

a state-of-the-art assembly facility that will turn out hundreds 

of new railcars and employ nearly 300 workers.

A pleasant paradox – Delta Scientific has made a

name for itself by putting up road blocks. Palmdale

has earned a reputation for eliminating obstacles.

Yet these two organizations see eye-to-eye.

When Delta, a rapidly growing security system

manufacturer, was looking to relocate its 

headquarters from Valencia, it turned to Palmdale

to put together a program that would let them

stay in Southern California while saving 

substantially on fixed costs.



An early benefactor of Palmdale’s go-to attitude was U.S. Pole, a

key manufacturer of outdoor lighting under the U.S. Architectural

and Sun Valley brands. The company came to Palmdale in 2002,

opening a $4 million, 100,000-square-foot manufacturing facility

employing more than 300 skilled workers.

“Palmdale is the right place for us. It has a vibrant workforce, 

it’s a growing community and most importantly, it’s a livable

community,” said President Joseph Straus.

Manufacturers can expect more and receive more when they

work with Palmdale, California.

“It’s really been a unique experience
here. We’ve done this seven times in
multiple locations and I can honestly
say that, by far, the City of Palmdale
has been the most accommodating
city we’ve ever worked with.

We had a very short window to move
in here. We closed our old facility and
moved into this one over a long 
weekend. Everyone has really gone
out of their way to help us have a 
successful transition.”

Jon Novak and Paula Zidman
President and Vice President

Patton’s Steel & Tools

Another case in point is Patton’s Steel, a major

distributor of metal products, tools and supplies.

Founded more than 50 years ago, the industrial 

wholesaler has eight locations throughout 

Southern California providing both ferrous and

non-ferrous metal stocks along with industrial

tools, welding equipment and decorative 

metalwork.

When the growing firm wanted to expand its

warehouse operations in the Antelope Valley,

Palmdale stepped forward and helped make

things happen, fast!



choices
Palmdale offers a variety of sites available for manufacturers, 
distributors and research and development operations.

Challenger Business Park
Palmdale Blvd. and 5th St. West
This 10-acre commercial multi-tenant facility offers executive
suites, office and commercial space.

Fairway Business Park
Avenue O and Division St.
The park offers improved industrial lots from two to 11 acres
with proximity to Plant 42 and easy freeway access.

Freeway Business Center
State Route 14 and Avenue N
This 30-acre commercial multi-tenant facility offers executive
suites, office and commercial space.

Palmdale Industrial Park
Sierra Highway and Avenue M
This 400-acre site is zoned for industrial uses and offers close-by
freeway access.

Palmdale Trade & Commerce Center
10th St. West and Rancho Vista Blvd.
This 750-acre mixed-use development offers both improved lots
and spec buildings close to the freeway.

Park One Industrial Park
Rancho Vista Blvd. and 10th St. East
This 10-acre development is ideal for light industrial, warehouse,
distribution and R&D facilities.

Sierra Business Park
10th St. West and Avenue M-4
This 30-acre commercial multi-tenant facility offers executive
suites, office and commercial space.

Sierra Gateway Park
Sierra Highway and Avenue O-8
A 133-acre master planned development offering both finished
office space and open land, ready for development.

Fairway Business Park

Palmdale Trade & Commerce CenterFreeway Business Center

Sierra Gateway Park



EXPECT advantages

Palmdale offers the advantages of a Foreign-Trade Zone, which provides special customs privileges
to U.S. companies engaged in international trade.

The highly respected Kosmont-Rose Cost of Doing Business Survey shows Palmdale to have lower
costs than most other Southern California cities.

EXPECT a worthy workforce

With a workforce topping 60,000, Palmdale’s labor base is skewed toward white collar professionals
with about half employed in office, managerial or professional jobs. Blue collar workers tend to possess
valued trade skills including machinists, equipment operators and fabricators. Approximately 18%
are in service sector positions. Local employers draw from a regional pool of nearly 150,000. Almost
half of all Antelope Valley workers commute long distances to work and provide a ready pool of 
talent that local businesses can quickly tap.

EXPECT easy access

Palmdale is located about an hour north of Los Angeles along State Route 14. This freeway connects
with Interstate 5, while Interstates 10, 15 and 40 are reached via State Route 138, providing rapid 
access to all of Southern California and the entire Western U.S.

Regular freight rail service is provided via Union Pacific lines through Palmdale. Scheduled airline
service is in close proximity via Burbank (30 miles) or Los Angeles International Airport (70 miles).

The deep-water ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach and Port Hueneme are all within 90 miles of 
Palmdale.

EXPECT energy innovations

Summit Power is in the process of developing a new, 570-megawatt peaker power plant adjacent to
Plant 42. The plant will use clean-burning natural gas to help meet the demand for power and help
the State reach its greenhouse gas reductions. The plant is expected to come on line in 2017.



the extraordinary

Not long ago, people in Palmdale had to travel miles to find 

an emergency room or surgical center. Today, thanks to the 

tireless efforts of the community, its leaders and Universal 

Health Services, one of the nation’s most respected healthcare 

companies, the Palmdale Regional Medical Center (PRMC) 

is providing state-of-the-art diagnostics, treatment and 

rehabilitation for local residents and surrounding communities.

Currently permitted for 121 acute care beds, the facility is slated

to expand to 239 beds when the campus is fully built out. The

hospital offers a STEMI Receiving Center for acute heart attacks,

a full-service emergency room, a surgical center as well as 

outpatient rehabilitation services and specialized wound care.

With a staff of nearly 800 employees, the Palmdale Regional

Medical Center has become a magnet attracting other medical

service providers and allied businesses to the area.



Across town, Kaiser Permanente operates a 47,000-square-foot

patient care facility with complete lab, pharmacy and radiology

departments.

Heritage Health Care, part of the High Desert Medical Group, 

recently moved to new facilities on 47th Street East. This 

multi-specialty medical group provides primary care, lab and 

radiology services.

Sierra Medical Group operates primary care, occupational health

and urgent care facilities with full lab and x-ray services at their

Palmdale offices on Trade Center Drive.

Several long-term care facilities are also located in Palmdale as

is a regional dialysis center.

“Since the hospital was announced,
we’ve seen five or six major projects
go up around the Medical Center.
They range from physicians’ offices
to outpatient surgical centers and 
diagnostic facilities. This new medical
community with PRMC at the hub
was missing from Palmdale before.
With emergency room volumes 30%
over projections, residents clearly
appreciate having comprehensive
services close at hand.”

Karen Faulis
COO

Palmdale Regional Medical Center

Several modern medical offices and labs have

been built around the Medical Center to serve

physicians and their patients. The Palmdale 

Medical Plaza is located on the Medical Center

campus and offers a connecting walkway to the

hospital. Nearby, the Palmdale Corporate 

Center and Challenger Business Park both offer

space suitable for medical offices. Additional 

opportunities for development of freestanding

facilities and office complexes are available.



“Embassy Suites has used its new
Palmdale location to test and 
prototype its new design vision 
in California. We’ve been very
satisfied with the feedback from
customers and expect to be the
market leader for the Antelope
Valley.”

Randy Keller
General Manager

Embassy Suites, Palmdale

the unexpected

Hollywood loves Palmdale. They shot 252 projects in the 

Antelope Valley last year and contributed more than $8 million to

the area’s economy. Blockbuster hits like Transformers II, Pirates

of the Caribbean III and The Terminal with Tom Hanks were all

shot here, as were TV shows such as The Closer, Big Love,

Medium, Bones, The Event and Entourage. Commercial 

production included most major auto makers and a significant

fraction of the Fortune 500.

The entertainment industry and allied services are well 

represented in the local labor base, but the real benefit location

filming brings is ancillary. Members of the production’s cast and

crew need places to stay and eat. They buy supplies and hire

local extras.

Business travelers also contribute significantly 

to the local economy. A number of well-known

hoteliers have chosen to locate in Palmdale.

Hilton offers its Hampton Inn, Hilton Garden Inn

and Embassy Suites brands locally while Marriott

operates both Courtyard and Residence Inn 

facilities. Intercontinental runs a Holiday Inn and

Staybridge Suites hotel. The Best Western

brand is represented locally by the John Jay 

Inn & Suites.



A new draw for the hospitality sector is on the drawing board as

Palmdale’s Conference Center begins to take shape.

The 77,000-square-foot facility is slated to include an exhibition

hall, a 200-seat auditorium plus additional meeting rooms. 

Designed to incorporate green building materials plus sustainable

construction and operational practices, the building is seeking

LEED certification from the U.S. Green Building Council. 

Pending final funding, the center is anticipated to be operational

by 2017.

The service sector represents about 16% of the total workforce

and generates over $300 million annually.



“We really appreciate all the hard
work by everyone in the city who
helped us open. We are happy to
join a great community and bring
192 jobs to the area.”

Gil Vance
General Manager

Claim Jumper Restaurant

sales to soar

There’s a new star in town. After several years of retrenching,

Macy’s chose Palmdale as the perfect place to open its first new

Southern California store. It came as no surprise to those who

know the Antelope Valley.

The city is the epicenter of 

retail sales for the region, drawing nearly $1.5 billion in sales

from an area wide population nearing 500,000.

Located in Palmdale’s Antelope Valley Mall, Macy’s joins four

other anchor tenants, Dillard’s, JCPenney, Forever 21 and Sears,

along with more than 130 specialty shops and restaurants in the

1.1 million-square-foot retail complex. Surrounding the mall is Palmdale’s restaurant row

where notable national brands such as BJ’s and

the Yard House have set down roots alongside 

favorite regional and local offerings. Among the

most popular of these is Claim Jumper, who after

being courted for years by the city, established its

own claim on the vein of gold known as the 

Antelope Valley consumer.



“The Antelope Valley Mall is
the region’s retail magnet,
drawing shoppers from 
surrounding communities as
well as local residents. This 
location is among our best 
performers in the region.”

Scott Cummings
General Manager

Antelope Valley Mall

EXPECT a broad selection

Whether you’re a big box or a boutique, Palmdale offers more

than 750,000 square feet of available retail and commercial

space. Choose from free-standing buildings, neighborhood 

centers or a variety of power centers with strong anchors like

Best Buy, Home Depot, Lowe’s, Target and Walmart.



“ALTECH plans to hire over 150
employees in the Antelope Valley
for the manufacturing of Light Rail
Vehicles. We have found the
South Valley WorkSource Center
to be a valuable tool to meet all 
of our personnel requirements.
Working closely with our executive
staff throughout the recruiting 
campaign, the quality and timely
service provided by the SVWSC is
unmatched. ALTECH appreciates
the SVWSC, its staff and community
support in providing a win-win 
solution to promote progressive
manufacturing jobs in the area.”

Tom Bielecki
Vice President

Altech Services, Inc.

to excel

It’s far easier to get a foothold in business when someone is

there to give you a hand. Palmdale offers small business 

assistance in many forms.

Our Small Business Development Center offers both one-on-one

counseling and workshops to help entrepreneurs refine their

ideas and hone new skills. The local SCORE office provides sage

advice from retired executives, free of charge.

These are just a few of the many business assistance programs

available to growing firms in Palmdale.

EXPECT international impact

Palmdale enjoys its own Foreign-Trade Zone that offers key 
advantages to businesses involved in international trade. Thanks
to the Zone, you can often defer or eliminate tariffs and duties
paid on imported goods until they are sold. This allows you to
improve cash flow, better manage inventories while adding
value to goods. Items transshipped to another country may
avoid duties entirely. For more information, contact the city’s
Economic Development Department at (661) 267-5125.

EXPECT 
an educated workforce

Thanks to the partnership with Goodwill Industries
of Southern California, the city through its South
Valley WorkSource Center (SVWSC) can offer job
training tailored to your needs. By developing
training activities in concert with your staff, you
can be assured that your workforce possesses
the skills required to get your job done.

WorkSource staff can act as an extension to your
own human resources department and provide
initial screening, interviewing and testing, so any
candidates you review are likely to be a good
fit. For more information, contact the South 
Valley WorkSource Center at (661) 265-7421 or
visit their website www.cityofpalmdale.org/svwc.



EXPECT a personal coach

The area’s Small Business Development Center champions small business success through periodic
classes, seminars and one-on-one counseling. This free service is available to any business seeking
to learn how to grow intelligently, whether you are just starting out or moving up to the next level.
For more information, contact the Small Business Development Center North Los Angeles County
office at (661) 362-5900 or visit their website at www.sbdc4biz.org.

EXPECT clear advantages

For those moving from other jurisdictions, business people find working with the Antelope Valley
Air Quality Management District quite refreshing. The AVAQMD works with businesses to find 
productive ways to maintain and improve our environment without undo restrictions. For more 
information, contact AVAQMD at (661) 723-8070 or online at www.avaqmd.ca.gov.

Since 2005, the Palmdale Transportation Center has provided

commuters with a multi-modal hub that links the area’s major

ground transportation providers. Offering connections between

the Antelope Valley Transit Authority, Metrolink commuter rail,

Amtrak Thruway bus service, Greyhound and other regional

providers, the center serves thousands of travelers daily.

Progress continues on the development of the high-speed rail

line, which includes a station in the city near the Transportation

Center. Additionally, the proposed XpressWest, linking 

Los Angeles and Las Vegas, will travel through Palmdale.

“High-speed rail promises to not only create new jobs and

strengthen our regional transportation system, but transform

Palmdale into a major transportation hub for Southern 

California. It will have an immense impact on the economic 

vitality of the region.”
James C. Ledford Jr.

Mayor, City of Palmdale



the best

In addition to being a great place to do business, Palmdale has

earned its reputation as being a great place to call home.

Housing here is among Southern California’s most affordable,

yet the city’s quality of life is in many ways superior.

Palmdale offers a variety of home choices for all stages of life 

including great starter homes, beautiful master planned 

communities and thoughtfully designed senior housing.

Community amenities are varied and plentiful with particular 

attention given to growing families. Entertainment, dining and

outdoor activities abound. Frequent special events draw talent

from around the globe with an eclectic lineup of music, theater

and dance.

Open space is plentiful and many take advantage of Palmdale’s

broad vistas and fresh air to take a hike, ride a bike, or enjoy

equestrian activities.

Both individual and team sports are popular. The City of Palmdale

is home to two great golf courses. Tennis enthusiasts can enjoy

both public and private courts. Softball, soccer and aquatics all

have strong programs.

A favorite with kids is the DryTown Water Park where many

spend endless hours splashing and sliding the summer away.



“DeVry University is proud to
serve the Palmdale community
with a suite of career-focused 
associate, bachelor’s and master’s
degree programs. Our dedicated
Career Services staff works 
directly with local employers to
create dynamic relationships that
provide career opportunities for
Palmdale graduates in many 
of the 21st century’s most 
demanding careers.”

Brian Porter
Palmdale Campus President

DeVry University

Education is a high priority in Palmdale. Two 

excellent elementary school districts serve the

city. The Westside School District is home to

three California Distinguished Schools and offers

strong math, science and robotics programs.

The Palmdale School District, which serves the

eastern half of the community, hosts a unique

dual immersion school, Los Amigos, along with

several other innovative approaches to primary

education. Older students attend the Antelope

Valley Union High School District where three

comprehensive high schools, Highland, Knight

and Palmdale, serve the needs of Palmdale’s

young adults.

The public system is supplemented by a 

number of outstanding private schools.

Antelope Valley College, the area’s community college, provides

associate degrees and certificate programs in a number of 

disciplines and through affiliation with CSU Bakersfield now

hosts several upper division and graduate level programs. The

college has a Palmdale campus serving over 2,000 students.

Both DeVry and Brandman/Chapman universities offer extensive

degree and certificate programs in Palmdale. The AERO Institute

is a strategic partnership between NASA Dryden Flight Research

Center, NASA Ames Research Center, the City of Palmdale and

some of the most prestigious universities in the nation, making

educational opportunities more accessible in the Antelope Valley.

The AERO Institute provides comprehensive technical, 

undergraduate and graduate education; conducts leading edge

aerospace research; incubates, stimulates, and commercializes

new intellectual property; promotes aerospace science and 

engineering; and supports Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Math (STEM) education at every level including a new 

partnership with the Palmdale School District in creating a 

The Palmdale Aerospace Academy, a K through 12 STEM 

charter school.



Call today. Palmdale stands ready to 

exceed all your high expectations.

Economic Development Department
38250 Sierra Highway
Palmdale, CA 93550
(661) 267-5125

www.cityofpalmdale.org
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