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1  Introduction  
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 REPORT OBJECTIVES 

 

 

 

1.2 Guiding Policies, Planning Process, Relationship to 
Other Plans, & Implementation  
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1.3 Summary of Recommendations & Phasing 

 Plan Implementation and Phasing 

Implementation Time Frame Estimated Date of Completion 

Short 1 – 5 years 

Medium 5 – 10 years 

Long 10+ years (After inauguration of High-Speed Rail 
service to Palmdale) 

Ongoing Recurring or continuous action 
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 THOROUGHFARE POLICIES 

Policy Time Frame 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Palmdale TOD Overlay Zone Transportation Report 
Final Report – August 2016 

6 

 

 

 

 

PARKING & TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT POLICIES 

Policy Time Frame 

 

Policies for Managing On-Street Parking 
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Policies for Managing Publicly-Owned Off-street Parking 
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Policies for Regulating Privately-Owned Parking 

 

 

 

Additional Transportation Demand Management Policies 
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2 Thoroughfares 

2.1 Thoroughfare Policies 
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2.2 Thoroughfare Network & Types 

 THOROUGHFARE NETWORK 
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 Street Network 
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 Bicycle and Pedestrian Network 

 Funding Maintenance of the Public Realm 
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Figure 2-1: Cycle Track 

Source: National Association of City Transportation Officials Urban Bikeway Design Guide 

Figure 2-2: Cycle Track Treatment at Intersection 

Source: National Association of City Transportation Officials Urban Bikeway Design Guide  
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ROADWAY EXPANSIONS 
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TABLE 2-1 PROPOSED ROADWAY NETWORK CHANGES 

Street/Interchange 
Name Limits (To/From) Scenario 

Roadway 
Classification  
(Existing vs. 
Proposed) 

Planned 
Right-of-
Way at 

Build-out 
(Existing vs. 
Proposed) 

# of Lanes (Existing 
vs. Proposed) 

Intersection 
Changes 
Proposed 

Palmdale Boulevard Medical Center Drive to 10th 
Street East 

Existing Regional Arterial/Major 
Arterial 

126'/104' 6 with turn pockets  

Proposed Downtown Thoroughfare 114' 8 with turn pockets 5 lanes westbound at 
Division Street 

Palmdale Boulevard/SR 
14 Interchange 

Within limits of the interchange Existing Regional Arterial 126' 6 with ramps   

Proposed Downtown Thoroughfare 126' 8 with ramps 2 lane on & off-ramps 

Sierra Highway Rancho Vista Boulevard to Palmdale 
Boulevard 

Existing Major Arterial 104' 4 with turn pockets   

Proposed Downtown Thoroughfare 104' 6 with turn pockets   

Division Street Rancho Vista Boulevard to Palmdale 
Boulevard 

Existing Major Arterial 104' 2   

Proposed Downtown Thoroughfare 104' 4 with turn pockets   

Trade Center Drive Auto Center Drive to Palmdale 
Boulevard 

Existing Secondary Arterial 84' 4 with turn pockets   

Proposed Downtown Thoroughfare 84' 2 with turn pockets   

Technology 
Drive/Avenue P-8 

SR 14 to 10th Street East Existing Major Arterial 104' 4 with turn pockets 1 LT + 1 RT pocket 
at Sierra Highway 

Proposed Downtown Thoroughfare 128' 4 with turn pockets 2 LT + 1 RT pocket 
at Sierra Highway 

5th Street West Technology Drive/Avenue P-8 to 
Palmdale Boulevard 

Existing Major Arterial 100' 4 with turn pockets   

Proposed Downtown Thoroughfare 104' 4 with turn pockets   

Avenue Q 10th Street West to 10th Street 
East 

Existing Major Arterial/Secondary 
Arterial 

104'/84' 2 with turn pockets   

Proposed Transit Corridor 142' 2 with turn pockets with 
2 lane transit way 

Protected only LT 
phasing (for transit) 
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UPDATING CITY STREET STANDARDS 
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THOROUGHFARE TYPES 
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The Transit Corridor Street Type 

Figure 2-4: Transit Corridor  

 
Transit corridors that support bus, bus rapid transit, light rail, and streetcars should feature design that 
ensures high quality transit service that integrates with bicycle and pedestrian connections. Pedestrian 
improvements, such as high quality shelters, curb extensions and high visibility crossings, are key in 
corridors with multiple surface stops. (Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide) 
 

Figure 2-5: Avenue Q Transit Corridor, Conceptual Cross-Section 
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What is Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)? 
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An example: Los Angeles County's Orange line 

The Orange Line Today 
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Palmdale Boulevard: a Boulevard Street Type and a Future High-Capacity Transit 
Corridor 
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Figure 2-6: Palmdale Boulevard, Conceptual Cross-Section 

 
The conceptual cross-section shown above illustrates a typical section of Palmdale Boulevard at full build-
out, with eight through travel lanes, central median/turn lane, bicycle lanes and sidewalks. 
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The Downtown Thoroughfare Street Type 

Figure 2-7: Downtown Thoroughfare 

Major downtown streets serve as arteries connecting to both local and neighboring destinations, with 
busy multimodal activity throughout the day.  Pedestrians can benefit from shorter, higher visibility, and 
more frequent crossing opportunities across these multiple lanes. Landscaped medians contribute to 
downtown aesthetics while reducing vehicle turning and parking access conflicts. Dedicated bicycle 
facilities provide a safer space for cyclists while calming traffic throughout the active corridor. (Source: 
NACTO Urban Street Design Guide) 
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Figure 2-8: Technology Drive / Avenue P-8 

 
Additional Street Types for Commercial Areas 
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Figure 2-9: Downtown One-Way Street 

 
The roadway space of downtown one-way streets can be optimized for multimodal travel and public use 
by establishing slender automobile lanes and accommodating wide sidewalks, bicycle lanes, cycle tracks, 
transit-only lanes, and parklets. (Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide) 
 

Figure 2-10: Downtown Two-Way Street 

 
Downtown streets that operate in both directions can have the most limited design flexibility due to 
heavy multimodal volumes, parking needs, and constrained right-of-way. Safety and flow improvements 
should be the priority, in the form of high visibility pedestrian crossings, dedicated or upgraded bicycle 
facilities, and bus bulbs. (Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide) 
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Figure 2-11: Neighborhood Main Street 

 
Main streets are a central focus of activity in neighborhoods. Road diets (reducing 4 travel lanes to 2 with 
a center turning lane or median) can free road space for other uses, often with negligible impact on 
automobile delay. These other uses can range from new dedicated bicycle facilities to better on-street 
parking facilities to recreational green spaces. (Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide) 
 

Figure 2-12: Commercial Shared Street 

 
Commercial shared streets are ideal for urbanized, narrow commercial corridors with high pedestrian 
traffic and low or discouraged automobile traffic. These shared streets address many of the failures of old 
pedestrian malls by maintaining access for vehicles (especially freight) while intentionally slowing traffic 
with shared use elements. These elements include street furniture, bicycle parking, trees, and movable 
planters that allow street closures to traffic according to the time of day (for example, during the lunch 
rush in a street with many restaurants). (Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide) 
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Figure 2-13: Commercial Alley 

 
Commercial alleys are frequently underutilized spaces that can instead be designed to improve freight 
access (thereby reducing parking demand on-street) and/or enable pedestrians and cyclists to make 
shorter trips between destinations. (Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide) 
 

Additional Street Types for Residential Areas 
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Figure 2-14: Residential Boulevard 

 
Boulevards in neighborhoods can lend themselves to high speed traffic despite their typically residential 
nature. On these streets, it is important to limit the road width available to vehicles, as wider lanes make 
it easier to travel at high automobile speeds. Design should also focus on activating the median as a public 
activity space for recreation, including linear parks, trails, and multi-use path connections to bicycle routes 
and community destinations. (Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide) 
 

Figure 2-15: Neighborhood Street 

 
Neighborhood streets feature lower traffic volumes while hosting social, recreational and playing activities 
for residents. These streets should therefore have elements that prioritize the safety of these activities, 
slowing automobiles through slender lanes, vertical deflections, and high visibility pedestrian crossings. 
(Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide) 
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Figure 2-16: Yield Street 

 
Two-way yield streets promote slow vehicle speeds and higher driver awareness of surroundings in 
residential areas. Effective design means that drivers should be able to intuitively navigate the street 
without risking head-on collisions. These streets should be implemented in places with limited on-street 
parking utilization to reduce potential conflicts. (Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide) 
 

Figure 2-17: Green Alley 

 
Residential alleys can be upgraded to primarily support people walking, biking, playing, and socializing. 
Given low automobile traffic, green alleys can use modern and sustainable design elements, including 
pervious pavement and native plants. (Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide) 
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Figure 2-18: Residential Shared Street 

 
Residential streets with low automobile volumes can be designed to better support their existing 
functions as truly shared spaces for all users, prioritizing social and recreational activity. Residential shared 
streets typically enable two-way traffic, though one-way functionality is possible and should be intuitive in 
design. Design elements to distinguish these streets include colored pavement, flush curbs, staggered 
parking spaces, bollards, and street furniture. (Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide) 
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Figure 2-19: Trail 

 Source: AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, 4th Edition 2012.   
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2.3 Transit Facilities and Access 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Airport Access 
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Figure 2-20: San Jose’s Proposed California High Speed Rail and Caltrain Station 

San Jose’s proposed California High Speed Rail Station and the planned high-density mixed-use 
development surrounding it, shown in the rendering above, is already becoming a lively destination for 
entertainment, events, living, working and playing, as well as a hub where commuters transfer daily 
between commuter rail, bus, private autos and taxis. The existing San Jose Arena (now known as the SAP 
Center) serves as an anchor for the district’s restaurants and hotels. San Jose exempts all downtown 
intersections from automobile Level of Service (LOS) standards, a policy which has helped the City 
establish and maintain pedestrian and bicycle-friendly streets in the station area. (Image courtesy of the 
California High-Speed Rail Authority) 
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HIGH SPEED RAIL STATION ACCESS 
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3 Parking  & Transportation Demand 
Management 

3.1 Parking Policies 
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Policies for Managing On-Street Parking 
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Policies for Managing Publicly-Owned Off-street Parking 
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Policies for Regulating Privately-Owned Parking  
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Communities That Have Eliminated Minimum Parking Requirements 
Examples of communities that have partially (in particular neighborhoods and districts) or entirely 
eliminated minimum parking requirements include: 

Austin, TX 
Boulder, CO 
Coral Gables, FL 
Eugene, OR  
Fort Collins, CO 
Fort Myers, FL 
Fort Pierce, FL 
Greenfield, MA  
Great Britain (entire nation) 
Hayward, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Miami, FL  
Milwaukee, WI  

Muskegon, MI 
Nashville, TN 
Oakland, CA 
Olympia, WA 
Portland, OR 
Sacramento, CA 
San Francisco, CA 
Sandpoint, ID 
Seattle, WA  
Spokane, WA 
St. Paul, MN 
Stuart, FL 
Whittier, CA 
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Additional Transportation Demand Management Policies 
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STATION PARKING 

Figure 3-1: Burbank Airport Parking  

 


