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See Some Old Bones at the Palmdale City Library’s Mystery Book Club  

 
PALMDALE – The Palmdale City Library’s Mystery Book Discussion Group “Mystery, 

Murder and Mayhem” will discuss the book OId Bones by Aaron Elkins on Wednesday, 

Nov. 16 at 7 pm at the Chimbole Cultural Center, 38350 Sierra Highway.  

 With the roar of thunder and the speed of a galloping horse comes the tide to Mont 

St. Michel goes the old nursery song. So when the aged patriarch of the du Rocher family 

falls victim to the perilous tide, even the old man’s family accepts the verdict of accidental 

drowning. But too quickly, this “accident” is followed by a bizarre discovery in the ancient du 

Rocher chateau: a human skeleton, wrapped in butcher paper, beneath the old stone 

flooring. Professor Gideon Oliver, lecturing on forensic anthropology at nearby St. Malo, is 

asked to examine the bones. He quickly demonstrates why he is known as the “Skeleton 

Detective,” providing the police with forensic details that lead them to conclude that these 

are the remains of a Nazi officer believed to have been murdered in the area during the 

Occupation. Or are they? Gideon himself has his doubts. Then, when another of the current 

du Rochers dies—this time via cyanide poisoning—his doubts solidify into a single 

certainty: someone wants old secrets to stay buried . . . and is perfectly willing to eradicate 

the meddlesome American to make that happen. 

 The Mystery, Murder and Mayhem Mystery Book Discussion Group meets the third 

Wednesday of the month at 7 pm, at the Larry Chimbole Cultural Center.  The group is 

open to anyone who enjoys a good mystery.   The discussion also provides disabled 



access with 72 hours’ notice.  To request special aids for the disabled or for more 

information, please call the Palmdale City Library at 661/267-5600 or TDD 661/267-5167. 

The Palmdale City Library is open seven days a week. Hours of operation are Monday 

through Thursday from 10 am to 8 pm; Friday and Saturday from 10 am to 5 pm; and Sunday 

from 1 to 5 pm. 
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