AIRPARK HONORS- Retired
Air Force Lt. Col. Joe Davies

) stands with his wife Audie in
. front of a T-33 jet trainer built

| by Lockheed during a ceremony
in his honor Thursday at the Joe
Davies Heritage Airpark in

# Palmdale.
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PALMDALE - With agility that belied his 83 yearspd Davies hopped
into the cockpit of a restored T-33 jet trainer fdday, giving a smiling
"thumbs up” to the many friends, family and adnsrgathered to salute
the man who represents aerospace and civic commtitimenany in the
city.

The event was to commemorate the renaming of thescgrowing
airpark as the Joe Davies Heritage Airpark at Palen@®lant 42 , as well
as unveil the park's latest addition, the restare&3.

"I can't believe it. | can't imagine a more wondeérthing happening to
me," Davies said upon receiving the city's commé&aoda

Davies served 30 years in the Air Force as a plod installation
commander, retiring as a lieutenant colonel, begmending 21 years in
aerospace industry with North American Aviation cReell International
and The Boeing Co.

"l can't think of a more fitting individual we carame this airpark after,"
Palmdale Mayor Jim Ledford said. "He was the faoe would meet
when you wanted to know what Rockwell and Boeingewndoing up
here."



Davies has also been active in civic affairs innitklle, serving on the
Palmdale City Council from 1988 through 1999, fadirthose years as
mayor pro tem. He is now a commissioner on the'sciyiation and
Aerospace Commission.

"He's just a wonderful man. It was a privilege torkvfor him," said
Lorraine Sadler, who served as Davies' administatifficer when he
commanded Plant 42 from 1963 to 1967, one of 1itPIa commanders
she served.

"He was always my definition of an officer and demntan."

Davies was the commander who brought Sadler baBkatat 42 after she
had taken a hiatus to have children, she said.

Air Force Plant 42's current commander, Lt. Coln&d Hirtle, said he
has often come to Davies with questions.

When he passes the airpark each morning on histovayprk, "l look at
the rich history not only of Plant 42 but of Palrejaand | think of Joe
Davies," Hirtle said.

The newly displayed T-33 represents the 5,691 efi¢htrainers built by
Lockheed at Plant 42.

Purchased by the city in the spring and restoresidéen and out by
volunteer labor, it bears the name of Lockheed fctast pilot Tony
LeVier.

"The T-33 is as much a part of Palmdale as anyadirevas," said Tim
Hughes, Palmdale's deputy director of Public Works.

Davies recalled flying the popular aircraft manyds during his 30-year
Air Force career, including his time commandingiPk2.

He would schedule flight time for himself on Mondagut of Edwards
Air Force Base, often making an enjoyable 90-mirfligdt to Denver to
enjoy the scenery, he said.

Davies has fond memories of other aircraft in tingaak, including the F-
104 - the only airplane in which he flew Mach 2ndahe C-46 cargo
aircraft. "l flew that darn airplane all over tharFEast" when stationed in
Okinawa, he said. "What a nice airplane that was."

Ledford recognized the volunteers who continue tarkwat restoring
aircraft for display at the airpark, many of whopest their careers at
Plant 42 defense giants. "These people, | thinky W@ Cold War," he
said. Among the aircraft being prepared for dispag a B-52 bomber
and the C-46.



IN HIS
ELEMENT
Davies waves
Thursday from
the cockpit of a
Lockheed T-33 jet
trainer.




