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1.0

INTRODUCTION

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines (CEQA Guidelines)
Section 15088, the City of Palmdale, as the lead agency, has evaluated the comments received
on the Palmdale TOD Framework Plan Program Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR).
The Draft EIR for the proposed Palmdale TOD Framework Plan (herein referenced as the project
or TOD Framework) was distributed to potential responsible and trustee agencies, interested
groups, and organizations. The Draft EIR was made available for public review and comment for
a period of 45 days. The public review period for the Draft EIR established by the CEQA
Guidelines commenced on September 25, 2017 and ended on November 8, 2017.
The Final EIR consists of the following components:
•
•
•
•

Section 1.0 – Introduction
Section 2.0 – Responses to Comments
Section 3.0 – Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
Section 4.0 – Errata

Due to its length, the text of the Draft EIR is not included with this document; however, it is included
by reference in this Final EIR. None of the corrections or clarifications to the Draft EIR identified
in this document constitutes “significant new information” pursuant to Section 15088.5 of the
CEQA Guidelines. As a result, a recirculation of the Draft EIR is not required.
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2.0

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines (CEQA Guidelines)
Section 15088, the City of Palmdale, as the lead agency, evaluated the written comments
received on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) (State Clearinghouse No.
2017011057) for the Palmdale TOD Framework Plan (herein referenced as the project or TOD
Framework) and has prepared the following responses to the comments received. This Response
to Comments document becomes part of the Final EIR for the project in accordance with CEQA
Guidelines Section 15132.
A list of public agencies and individuals that provided comments on the Draft EIR is presented in
Table 2-1, and all correspondence from those agencies or individuals is reproduced on the
following pages. Each comment has been assigned a letter. Individual comments within each
communication have been numbered so comments can be cross-referenced with responses.
Following each comment letter are responses to each numbered comment. A response is
provided for each comment raising significant environmental issues. Added or modified text is
underlined (example), while deleted text will have a strike out (example) through the text, and is
included in a box, as the example below shows.
“Text from EIR” “Text from EIR”

Table 2-1
List of Public Agencies, Persons, and Organizations Commenting on the DEIR
Letter/Comment

Date

Author
Gayle Totton, Associate Governmental
Project Analyst
Michael Y. Takeshita, Acting Chief,
Forestry Division Prevention Services
Bureau
Alex Briskin, Chief of Acquisition
Environmental and Industrial Facilities
Division

A

10/10/17

B

10/12/17

C

10/31/17

D

11/3/17

Tiffany Steinert, Engineering Geologist

E

11/13/17

Adriana Raza, Customer Service Specialist

F

11/18/17

Scott Morgan, Director
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Agency or Organization
Native American Heritage Commission
County of Los Angeles Fire
Department
United States Air Force
Lahontan Regional Water Quality
Control Board
County Sanitation Districts of Los
Angeles County
Governor’s Office of Planning and
Research State Clearinghouse and
Planning Unit
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT LETTER A
Native American Heritage Commission
Gayle Totton, B.S., M.A., Ph.D., Associate Governmental Project Analyst
October 10, 2017

A-1

The commenter indicates that no mitigation measures specifically addressing tribal
cultural resources are included in the Draft EIR and suggests incorporation of California
Natural Resources Agency’s sample mitigation measures. As identified in Draft EIR
Section 5.4.4.3, Tribal Cultural Resources, based on the General Plan, General Plan EIR
(GPEIR), and consultation conducted with the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission
Indians, the City has determined that no tribal cultural resources are known to exist on the
project site. Further, there are no National Historic Landmarks (NHL), National Register
listings, California Historic Landmarks (CHL), or California Register listings located within
the City of Palmdale. No evidence to support the presence of known tribal cultural
resources was determined to be located on-site. Nonetheless, future development
accommodated through project implementation would initiate formal Assembly Bill 52 (AB
52) consultation with the City’s AB 52-listed tribes on a project-by-project basis. If through
consultation it is determined that tribal cultural resources are present, the City and tribes
would identify project-specific mitigation measures to reduce and/or avoid impacts; refer
to Draft EIR page 5.4-16.

A-2

This comment states that the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) does not
determine individuals or companies to conduct monitoring activities as referenced in Draft
EIR Mitigation Measure CUL-1. The City appreciates the NAHC’s clarification that
monitoring is a contractual agreement between the lead agency and the
monitor/monitoring firm hired. The requested clarification has been made to pages 1-9
and 5.4-14 through 5.4-15 of the Draft EIR and is reflected below and in Section 4.0,
Errata.

CUL-1

In the event that archeological resources are unearthed during excavation
and grading activities of future development, the contractor shall cease all
earth-disturbing activities within a 100-meter radius of the area of discovery,
notify the City’s Planning Director, and, with direction from the City’s
Planning Director, shall retain a qualified archaeologist certified by the
County of Orange Los Angeles to evaluate the significance of the find and
recommend an appropriate course of action.
If evidence of subsurface tribal cultural resources is found, the registered
professional archaeologist, in coordination with the City, shall contact the
Native American Heritage Commission to determine the appropriate Native
American monitor for the find. The registered professional archaeologist and
Native American Monitor shall collect the resource and prepare a technical
report describing the results of the investigation. The test-level report shall
evaluate the site including discussion of significance (depth, nature,
condition, and extent of the resources), final mitigation recommendations,
and cost estimates.
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Salvage operation requirements pursuant to Section 15064.5 of the CEQA
Guidelines shall be followed. Work within the area of discovery shall resume
only after the resource has been appropriately mitigated.
This change provides a minor update, correction, or clarification and does not represent
“significant new information” as defined in CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5.
A-3

This comment summarizes the statutes of AB 52 and Senate Bill 18 (SB 18), particularly
concerning tribal consultation requirements. A discussion pertaining to the project’s
consistency with the tribal consultation requirements identified under AB 52 is included in
Draft EIR Section 5.4, Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources, and Appendix J, AB 52
Consultation. The City has conducted consultation with tribes that have requested to be
listed on the City’s notification list for the purposes of AB 52. Only the Kimia Fatehi of the
Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians responded via email on March 2, 2017
requesting consultation with the City. The Kimia Fatehi has indicated that the project area
is sensitive to the tribe; however, no specific information was provided to indicate the
actual presence of tribal cultural resources on-site. Kimia Fatehi requested specific
procedures for initiating the tribal consultation process for AB 52 on a project-by-project
basis, as development is not currently proposed as part of the project. As discussed in
Draft EIR Section 5.4 and Response A-1 above, the City will continue to notify the tribe in
compliance with AB 52 as future projects are initiated within the project area.
The project does not involve an amendment to a general plan, specific plan, or the
designation or proposed designation of open space pursuant to California Government
Code Section 65352.3 and 65562.5. Thus, the project is not subject to SB 18
requirements and the City did not initiate tribal consultation under SB 18. As identified in
Draft EIR Section 3.9, Discretionary Actions and Approvals, implementation of the TOD
Framework could require future amendments to the General Plan, Palmdale Transit
Village Specific Plan, and Palmdale Trade and Commerce Specific Plan. Pursuant to SB
18 requirements, the City would initiate tribal consultation as future projects involving an
amendment to the General Plan and adopted Specific Plans are initiated within the project
area.

A-4

The provided attachment includes a summary of portions of AB 52, SB 18, and the NAHC’s
recommendations for conducting cultural resources assessments. Refer to Responses
A-1 through A-3 above.
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT LETTER B
County of Los Angeles Fire Department
Michael Y. Takeshita, Acting Chief, Forestry Division, Prevention Services Bureau
October 12, 2017

B-1

This comment includes requested revisions to Draft EIR Section 5.13.1.1, Fire Protection.
The requested clarifications have been made to Draft EIR page 5.13-1 and are reflected
below and in Section 4.0, Errata.

FIRE PROTECTION
Fire protection services within the City of Palmdale (City) are provided by contract with
the Los Angeles County Fire Department (LACFD). The LACFD is one of the largest
regional fire service organizations in California, responding to 23,629 13,071 fire
incidents from 2012-2014 in 2016.1 LACFD currently serves approximately 4,000,000
residents in unincorporated County areas and 58 contract cities. LACFD operates 167
173 fire stations and is staffed with approximately 4,631 4,770 firefighters and support
personnel. Additionally, LACFD has nine emergency operations divisions. LACFD has
established the following goals: 1) responding within five minutes to any call for services;
and staffing each shift in each station with a minimum three-person team of professional
firefighters.
Palmdale is served by the following four five fire stations located within the City, as well
as five seven fire stations that serve outlying areas.2
•
•
•
•
•

Station 24 – 1050 West Avenue P
Station 37 – 38318 9th Street East
Station 131 – 2629 East Avenue S
Station 93 – 55624 East Avenue R
Station 136 – 3650 Bolz Ranch Road

This change provides a minor update, correction, or clarification and does not represent
“significant new information” as defined in CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5.
B-2

This comment identifies several Los Angeles County Fire Department (LACFD)
development standards for fire safety. The Draft EIR acknowledges that future
development within the project planning area would be reviewed on a project-by-project
basis by the LACFD to ensure that new development meets the Department’s fire safety
requirements; refer to Draft EIR page 5.13-26. This comment does not identify a specific
concern with the adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise an issue or comment specifically
related to the Draft EIR’s environmental analysis. Therefore, no further response is
warranted. (State CEQA Guidelines §15088(a) requires that a lead agency only evaluate
and respond to comments raised on environmental issues.)

1

Los Angeles County Fire Department, Strategic Plan Annual Report (2013-2015), page 5.
Communication: Takeshita, Michael Y., Acting Chief, Forestry Division, October 12, 2017.
2
City of Palmdale, City of Palmdale Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, page 21, April 2015. Ibid.
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B-3

This comment notes that the Draft EIR should address potential impacts related to erosion
control, watershed management, rare and endangered species, vegetation, fuel
modification for Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones or Fire Zone 4, archaeological and
cultural resources, and the County Oak Tree Ordinance.
Draft EIR Section 5.11, Hydrology and Water Quality includes an analysis of the project’s
potential to result in substantial on- or offsite erosion or siltation; refer to Draft EIR Impact
5.11.4.3 (Erosion or Siltation). As concluded in Impact 5.11.4.3, compliance with National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and Palmdale Municipal Code Section
8.04.265 Chapter 70 requirements, as well as General Plan EIR (GPEIR) Policies, would
reduce the project’s potential erosion impacts to a less than significant level. Further, the
project’s impacts to the Anaverde Creek watershed and Lake Palmdale watershed would
be less than significant following conformance with the federal, State, and local
requirements for water quality identified in Section 5.11. As indicated in Draft EIR Section
8.7, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, the project is not located in a high fire hazard area.
Thus, no wildfire hazard impact would occur with project implementation.
The project’s impacts to archaeological and cultural resources are addressed in Draft EIR
Section 5.4, Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources. As concluded in Draft EIR Section
5.4, impacts related to cultural and tribal cultural resources associated with project
implementation would be less than significant following adherence to the established
regulatory framework, General Plan Goals and Policies, and Mitigation Measure CUL-1.
As defined in Section 5.3, Biological Resources, the biological composition of the project
planning area, and surrounding areas, is consistent with plant communities commonly
found in desert conditions. Thus, the project area does not include oak trees and project
implementation would not conflict with the County Oak Tree Ordinance.

B-4

This comment notes that numerous locations in the project area may require
environmental assessment and/or mitigation under formal environmental oversight by the
appropriate government agency. As indicated in Draft EIR Section 5.10, Hazards and
Hazardous Materials, the project’s potential impacts associated with site disturbance
activities and potential accidental conditions would be reduced to less than significant
following adherence to the established regulatory framework, General Plan Goals and
Policies, and Mitigation Measures HAZ-1 through HAZ-5.
This comment also notes that future commercial/industrial businesses to be constructed
in the project area would necessitate acquisition of all appropriate Certified Union Program
Agency (CUPA) permits from the LACFD Health Hazardous Materials Division (HHMD).
Draft EIR Section 5.10, acknowledges that the LACFD HHMD oversees the County’s
CUPA program and that the project’s long-term operations would be subject to the HHMD
standards and regulations. Future development involving commercial/industrial uses
would coordinate with the LACFD HHMD on a project-by-project basis for project-specific
CUPA permitting requirements and would be subject to all applicable Federal, State, and
local laws related to the storage and handling of hazardous materials; refer to Draft EIR
Impact 5.10.4.1, Release of Hazardous Materials.
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT LETTER C
United States Air Force at Air Force Plant 42
Alex Briskin, P.E., Chief, Acquisition Environmental and Industrial Facilities Division
October 31, 2017

C-1

This comment states that the acronym “TOD” is not defined in the Draft EIR. It is noted
that Draft EIR pages 2-1 and 3-1 include a definition of TOD (Transportation Oriented
Development).

C-2

The commenter requests the City confirm the project is consistent with the land use
recommendations and noise zones established in the AFP Air Installation Compatible Use
Zone (AICUZ). Draft EIR Section 5.1, Land Use and Planning, analyzes the project’s
consistency with the AICUZ clear zones (CZ) and accident potential zones (APZ) I and II.
As concluded in Impact 5.1.4.7, Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Study, future
development within APZ II would continue to be reviewed by the City on a project-byproject basis to ensure development is consistent with the AICUZ. Therefore, the
proposed project would not conflict with the AICUZ study and impacts would be less than
significant in this regard. As concluded in Draft EIR Section 8.11, Noise, the project
planning area is located outside the 60-65 decibel (dB) day-night sound level (DNL)
contours established by the AICUZ study and thus would not conflict with the noise zones
established in the AICUZ.

C-3

The commenter requests the City consider commute alternatives for AFP 42 employees.
This comment is noted. This comment does not identify a specific concern with the
adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise an issue or comment specifically related to the Draft
EIR’s environmental analysis. Therefore, no further response is warranted. (State CEQA
Guidelines §15088(a) requires that a lead agency only evaluate and respond to comments
raised on environmental issues.)

C-4

The commenter states that page 1-1 of the Draft EIR Executive Summary incorrectly
states that most airport facilities in the project area are owned by private aerospace
contractors. The City appreciates the U.S. Air Force’s clarification that Skunk Works is a
private aerospace contractor and that the remainder of the facilities are owned by the U.S.
Air Force. The requested clarification has been made to page 1-1 of the Draft EIR and is
reflected below and in Section 4.0, Errata.

1.1

PROJECT LOCATION

The project planning area for the Palmdale TOD Framework Plan Project (herein
referred to as the “project”), which includes several components as described below,
consists of approximately 1,035 acres and is centered around the PTC and the
proposed location for the City’s future High Speed Rail station. The project planning
area is generally bounded by Rancho Vista Boulevard (Avenue P) to the north and
Palmdale Boulevard (SR-138) to the south and by SR-14 to the west and 10th Street
East to the east. The PTC is a regional multi-modal hub that provides connections
between AVTA local and commuter bus service, Metrolink commuter rail service, Santa
Clarita Transit, Greyhound bus service, and Amtrak Throughway bus service.
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The Palmdale Regional Airport is located approximately one mile northeast of the PTC.
While Palmdale Regional Airport once offered commercial flights, U.S. Air Force Plant
42 is now the primary user of the site. Most facilities are owned by the U.S. Air Force
and are leased to private aerospace contractors, including Boeing, Lockheed Martin,
and Northrop Grumman.

This change provides a minor update, correction, or clarification and does not represent
“significant new information” as defined in CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5.
C-5

Concerning the project’s significant and unavoidable air quality and greenhouse gas
(GHG) impacts, the commenter notes that additional regulations or restrictions to the
Antelope Valley to mitigate GHG emission levels could impact operations of AFP 42 and
potential City development. It should be noted that the project does not propose any sitespecific development. It considers future implementation of the TOD Framework. Future
development would most likely occur in incremental phases over time, based largely on
economic considerations, market demand, and other planning considerations. The
phasing and exact details of individual projects would be evaluated by the City on a caseby-case basis. This will allow the City to ensure consistency with regional plans pertaining
to air quality and greenhouse gas emissions. Further, the project encourages transit
oriented development that supports the Multimodal Station, which would help to reduce
air quality and greenhouse gas impacts associated with mobile source emissions. The
Draft EIR acknowledges that if the City of Palmdale approves the proposed project, the
City shall be required to cite their findings in accordance with Section 15091 of CEQA and
prepare a Statement of Overriding Considerations in accordance with Section 15093 of
CEQA.

C-6

This comment serves as the conclusion to the letter and provides contact information. The
City appreciates and values your comments during the EIR participation process.
Responses to specific comments are provided above; no further response is required.
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT LETTER D
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
Tiffany Steinert, Engineering Geologist
November 3, 2017

D-1

This comment provides a general introduction. Responses to specific comments are
provided below; no further response is required.

D-2

This comment summarizes major features of the proposed project and raises no
comments on the Draft EIR. Therefore, no further response is warranted. (State CEQA
Guidelines §15088(a) requires that a lead agency only evaluate and respond to comments
raised on environmental issues.)

D-3

This comment provides information about the State Water Resources Control Board and
Lahontan Water Board’s responsibilities and introduces the Water Quality Control Plan for
the Lahontan Region (Basin Plan). There are no comments raised about the Draft EIR.
Therefore, no further response is warranted. (State CEQA Guidelines §15088(a) requires
that a lead agency only evaluate and respond to comments raised on environmental
issues.)

D-4

The commenter encourages the City to incorporate “elements and strategies that promote
watershed management, support LID, and reduce the effects of hydromodification” into
the project. The Draft EIR includes a variety of measures which promote watershed
management, support LID, and reduce the effects of hydromodification. As no sitespecific development is being proposed, future development would be reviewed on a
project-by-project basis specific to consistency with water quality requirements.
Responses to specific comments are provided below.

D-5

This comment notes that water quality management plans are being developed to manage
water resource quality and quantity. This comment is noted. This comment does not
identify a specific concern with the adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise an issue or comment
specifically related to the Draft EIR’s environmental analysis. Responses to specific
comments are provided below; no further response is required. (State CEQA Guidelines
§15088(a) requires that a lead agency only evaluate and respond to comments raised on
environmental issues.)

D-6

This comment encourages the inclusion of LID implementation strategies for
transportation-related projects and suggests LID development practices to incorporate
into the project. The Draft EIR incorporates a comprehensive and programmatic approach
to evaluate the project’s various implementation options in compliance with CEQA
Guidelines Section 15168 (Program EIR). As site-specific development is not currently
being proposed, site-specific LID implementation strategies have not been identified and
would be considered as future development is proposed within the project area.
Notwithstanding, Draft EIR Section 5.11, Hydrology and Water Quality, incorporates
several Federal, State, and local regulations to reduce impacts to local watersheds.
Future development accommodated through project implementation would be subject to
General Plan Policy ER4.1.2, ER5.2.3, and CD8.4.4, among others. Pursuant to General
Plan Policy ER4.1.2, the City would restrict building coverage and total impervious area
near natural recharge areas. Pursuant to Policies ER5.2.3 and CD8.4.4, the City would

Final | December 2017

2-28

Response to Comments

City of Palmdale
Palmdale TOD Framework Plan Program Environmental Impact Report

ensure new development incorporates runoff-control measures during construction and
operations. As indicated in Impact 5.11.4.1, Violation of Water Quality Standards or
Degradation of Water Quality, the need for any additional site-specific mitigation measures
aimed at reducing impacts to water quality would be assessed during project-level
environmental review process.
D-7

This comment encourages the City to establish guidelines for implementing specific
stormwater control measures into the project.
The Draft EIR incorporates a
comprehensive and programmatic approach to evaluate the project’s various
implementation options in compliance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15168 (Program
EIR). Implementation of specific stormwater control measures would occur as site-specific
development is implemented within the project area. Notwithstanding, Draft EIR Section
5.11 acknowledges that the project would accommodate increased development which
would alter existing drainage patterns and therefore could result in the overall degradation
of a watershed. However, future development within the project planning area would be
required to comply with Federal, State, and local requirements regarding storm drain
facilities and water quality; refer to Draft EIR Impact Statements 5.11.4.1, 5.11.4.3,
5.11.4.4, and 5.11.4.5. Conformance with the existing regulatory framework and the
GPEIR Policies outlined in Section 5.11 would reduce potential impacts related to
stormwater drainage to less than significant. The need for any additional site-specific
mitigation measures aimed at reducing impacts to stormwater drainage would be
assessed during project-level environmental review process.

D-8

This comment encourages the City to establish guidelines and develop mitigation
measures that will help avoid hydromodification from future projects. The Draft EIR
incorporates a comprehensive and programmatic approach to evaluate the project’s
various implementation options in compliance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15168
(Program EIR). Specific guidelines and mitigation measures for hydromodification would
occur as site-specific development is implemented within the project area.
Notwithstanding, Draft EIR Section 5.11 acknowledges that the project would
accommodate increased development which could result in hydromodification. The
project’s potential impacts to groundwater quality are assessed in Impact 5.11.4.1,
Violation of Water Quality Standards or Degradation of Water Quality. The project’s
potential impacts to groundwater recharge are assessed in Impact 5.11.4.2, Groundwater
Supplies. As indicated in Impacts 5.11.4.1 and 5.11.4.2, future development within the
project planning area would be required to comply with Federal, State, and local
requirements in place for water quality. Conformance with the existing regulatory
framework and the GPEIR Policies outlined in Section 5.11 would reduce potential impacts
related to hydromodification to less than significant. The need for any additional sitespecific mitigation measures aimed at reducing hydromodification impacts would be
assessed during project-level environmental review process.

D-9

This comment encourages the City to incorporate the principals of Assembly Bill (AB) 685
into the project. The TOD Framework considers one area of the City; whereas AB 685
would be more applicable to the City’s General Plan, which establishes goals and policies
that pertain to the entire City. AB 685 requires state agencies to consider state policy
when revising, adopting or establishing policies regulations and grant criteria when those
policies, regulations, and grant criteria are pertinent to the uses of water described in
Water Code Section 106.3. Notwithstanding, the City recognizes that future development
accommodated through project implementation would be subject to all applicable Federal,
State, and local laws related to water quality.
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D-10

This comment lists specific permits issued by the State Water Resources Control Board
or Lahontan Water Board which may be required for future development. The Draft EIR
acknowledges that future development within the project planning area would be reviewed
on a project-by-project basis by the State Water Resources Control Board and Lahontan
Water Board to ensure that new development meets the Board’s permitting requirements;
refer to Draft EIR Section 5.11. This comment does not identify a specific concern with
the adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise an issue or comment specifically related to the Draft
EIR’s environmental analysis. Therefore, no further response is warranted. (State CEQA
Guidelines §15088(a) requires that a lead agency only evaluate and respond to comments
raised on environmental issues.)

D-11

This comment serves as the conclusion to the letter and provides contact information. The
City appreciates and values your comments during the EIR participation process.
Responses to specific comments are provided above; no further response is required.
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT LETTER E
County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
Adriana Raza, Customer Service Specialist, Facilities Planning Department
November 8, 2017

E-1

This comment incorporates by reference the February 13, 2017 comment letter submitted
by the County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (Districts) and notes that updated
information is available since the Districts’ submittal of the February 13, 2017 comment
letter. This comment is noted. The Draft EIR is consistent with the sewerage service
information included in the Districts’ February 13, 2017 comment letter. Refer to
Response E-2 below.

E-2

The City appreciates the Districts’ clarification that the Lancaster Water Reclamation Plant
(LWRP) currently produces an average recycled water flow of 12.8 million gallons per day.
The requested clarification has been made to page 5.13-9 of the Draft EIR and is reflected
below and in Section 4.0, Errata.

Wastewater Treatment
Wastewater generated by the City is collected by the Districts and conveyed for
treatment to the PWRP or LWRP. The PWRP has a design capacity of 12 mgd and
currently processes an average flow of 8 mgd (or 67 percent capacity).3 The LWRP
has a design capacity of 18 mgd and currently processes an average flow of 12.9 12.8
mgd (or 72 71 percent capacity).4
The project planning area is mostly within District No. 20, and wastewater generated
within the area is routed to the PWRP through the Districts’ trunk sewers for treatment.

This change provides a minor update, correction, or clarification and does not represent
“significant new information” as defined in CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5.
E-3

This comment notes that all other information concerning the Districts’ facilities and
sewerage service contained in the Draft EIR is current. Responses to specific comments
are provided above; no further response is required.

3
Written Communication: Adriana Raza, Facilities Planning Department, County Sanitation Districts of Los
Angeles County, February 9, 2017.
4
Ibid. Written Communication: Adriana Raza, Facilities Planning Department, County Sanitation Districts of
Los Angeles County, November 8, 2017.
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT LETTER F
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
Scott Morgan, Director, State Clearinghouse
November 9, 2017

F-1

This letter acknowledges that the State Clearinghouse submitted the Draft EIR to selected
State agencies for review, that the comment period for the Draft EIR closed on November
8, 2017, and that the lead agency (City of Palmdale) complied with the Draft EIR public
review requirements pursuant to CEQA. This letter also attaches comments from the
following responding agencies:
•
•

Native American Heritage Commission, dated October 10, 2017; and
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board, dated November 3, 2017.

The Final EIR includes responses to the Native American Heritage Commission and
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board’s comments; refer to Comment Letters A
and D of this Response to Comments Document.
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3.0

MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING
PROGRAM

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that when a public agency completes
an environmental document which includes measures to mitigate or avoid significant
environmental effects, the public agency must adopt a reporting or monitoring program. This
requirement ensures that environmental impacts found to be significant will be mitigated. The
reporting or monitoring program must be designed to ensure compliance during project
implementation (Public Resources Code Section 21081.6).
In compliance with Public Resources Code Section 21081.6, Table 3-1, Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Checklist, has been prepared for the Palmdale TOD Framework Plan (herein
referenced as the project or TOD Framework). This Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Checklist
is intended to provide verification that all applicable Conditions of Approval relative to significant
environmental impacts are monitored and reported. Monitoring will include: 1) verification that
each mitigation measure has been implemented; 2) recordation of the actions taken to implement
each mitigation; and 3) retention of records in the project file.
This Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program delineates responsibilities for monitoring the
project, but also allows the City flexibility and discretion in determining how best to monitor
implementation. Monitoring procedures will vary according to the type of mitigation measure.
Adequate monitoring consists of demonstrating that monitoring procedures took place and that
mitigation measures were implemented. This includes the review of all monitoring reports,
enforcement actions, and document disposition, unless otherwise noted in the Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Checklist (Table 3-1). If an adopted mitigation measure is not being
properly implemented, the designated monitoring personnel shall require corrective actions to
ensure adequate implementation.
•

Reporting consists of establishing a record that a mitigation measure is being
implemented, and generally involves the following steps:

•

The City distributes reporting forms to the appropriate entities for verification of
compliance.

•

Problems or exceptions to compliance will be addressed to the City as appropriate.

•

Periodic meetings may be held during project implementation to report on compliance of
mitigation measures.

•

Responsible parties provide the City with verification that monitoring has been conducted
and ensure, as applicable, that mitigation measures have been implemented. Monitoring
compliance may be documented through existing review and approval programs such as
field inspection reports and plan review.

•

The City prepares a reporting form periodically during the construction phase and an
annual report summarizing all project mitigation monitoring efforts.
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•

Appropriate mitigation measures will be included in construction documents and/or
conditions of permits/approvals.

Minor changes to the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, if required, would be made in
accordance with CEQA and would be permitted after further review and approval by the City. No
change will be permitted unless the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program continues to
satisfy the requirements of Public Resources Code Section 21081.6.
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Table 3-1
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Checklist
Mitigation
Number
AESTHETICS
AES-1

AES-2
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Mitigation Measure

For future development located in proximity to
residentially zoned properties, as deemed
necessary by the City’s Planning Director, prior to
issuance of the Grading Permit, each project
applicant shall submit a Construction
Management Plan for review and approval by the
City of Palmdale City Engineer. The Construction
Management Plan shall, at a minimum, indicate
the equipment and vehicle staging areas,
stockpiling of materials, fencing (i.e., temporary
security/screening fencing with opaque material),
nighttime lighting (if proposed), and construction
haul route(s). Staging areas shall be screened
from view from residential properties as feasible.
Construction worker parking may be located offsite with prior approval by the City; however, onstreet parking of construction worker vehicles on
residential streets shall be prohibited. Vehicles
shall be kept clean and free of mud and dust
before leaving the respective project site.
Surrounding streets shall be swept as necessary
such that they are maintained free of dirt and
debris.
All construction-related lighting shall include
shielding in order to direct lighting down and away
from adjacent residential uses and consist of the
minimal wattage necessary to provide safety at
the construction site. A construction safety
lighting plan shall be submitted to the City of
Palmdale for review concurrent with the Grading
Permit application.

Action
Indicating
Compliance

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency

Monitoring
Agency

Prior to Issuance of
Grading Permits

Preparation and
Approval of a
Construction
Management
Plan/ Issuance
of Grading
Permits

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department

Prior to Issuance of
Grading Permits/
Periodic Site
Inspections

Preparation and
Approval of a
Construction
Safety Lighting
Plan/ Issuance
of Grading
Permits

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department/ City
of Palmdale Public
Works
Department
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Mitigation
Number

Mitigation Measure

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
BIO-1
A site-specific Biological Resources Assessment
shall be conducted for future development
projects in known or suspected natural habitat
areas by a qualified Biologist, prior to an
application being deemed complete, to determine
the potential presence/absence of candidate,
sensitive, or special status species, as well as the
presence/absence of habitat that would support
these species.
If deemed necessary by the site-specific
BIO-2
Biological Resources Assessment, a Focused
Survey of the proposed development site shall be
conducted by a qualified Biologist, prior to any
ground disturbance, for sensitive plant and wildlife
species that are federally- or state-listed as
endangered or threatened, having moderate to
high potential for occurrence on the proposed
development site.
If deemed necessary by the Biological Resources
BIO-3
Assessment, a pre-construction Burrowing Owl
Survey shall be conducted to determine the
presence/absence of the burrowing owl on the
proposed development site, before any ground
disturbance occurs. The Survey shall be
conducted by a qualified Biologist according to
the standard protocol established by CDFW and
the Burrowing Owl Consortium (BOC). If
burrowing owls are determined to be present on
the development site, mitigation for potential
impacts to owls shall follow the guidelines
outlined by the BOC, including passive relocation
during the non-breeding season.
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Action
Indicating
Compliance

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency
Prior to Development
Application Approval

Prior to Ground
Disturbance
Activities

Prior to Ground
Disturbance
Activities

Monitoring
Agency

Preparation and
Approval of a
Biological
Resources
Assessment/
Development
Application
Deemed
Complete
Preparation and
Approval of a
Focused
Survey/
Issuance of
Grading Permits

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department

Preparation and
Approval of a
PreConstruction
Burrowing Owl
Survey/
Issuance of
Grading Permits

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department

3-4

Verification of Compliance
Initials

Date

Remarks

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department
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Mitigation
Number
BIO-4

BIO-5

BIO-6
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Mitigation Measure
If deemed necessary by the Biological Resources
Assessment, focused Trapping Surveys shall be
conducted to determine the presence/absence of
the Mohave ground squirrel on the proposed
development site prior to any ground disturbance.
The Surveys shall be conducted according to the
guidelines established by CDFW. If Mohave
ground squirrel is determined to be present
onsite, a State Permit shall be obtained pursuant
to CDFW Code Section 2081.
Impacts to migratory wildlife potentially impacted
by future development shall be fully evaluated,
including proposals to remove/disturb native and
ornamental landscaping and other nesting habitat
for native birds.
If deemed necessary by the Biological Resources
Assessment, project construction activities
(including disturbances to vegetation) shall take
place outside of the breeding bird season
(February 1 to September 1), in order to avoid
take (including disturbances, which would cause
abandonment of active nests containing eggs
and/or young). If project construction activities
cannot avoid the breeding season, nest surveys
shall be conducted and active nests shall be
avoided and provided with a minimum buffer, as
determined by a biological monitor.

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency
Prior to Ground
Disturbance
Activities

Action
Indicating
Compliance
Preparation and
Approval of
Focused
Trapping
Surveys/
Issuance of
Grading Permits

Monitoring
Agency

Initials

Date

Remarks

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department

Prior to Ground
Disturbance
Activities

Issuance of
Grading Permits

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department

Prior to Issuance of
Grading Permits/
Prior to Construction
Activities

Issuance of
Grading
Permits/
Construction
Permits

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department
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Mitigation
Number

Mitigation Measure

CULTURAL RESOURCES
CUL-1
In the event that archeological resources are
unearthed during excavation and grading
activities of future development, the contractor
shall cease all earth-disturbing activities within a
100-meter radius of the area of discovery, notify
the City’s Planning Director, and, with direction
from the City’s Planning Director, shall retain a
qualified archaeologist certified by the County of
Los Angeles to evaluate the significance of the
find and recommend an appropriate course of
action.
If evidence of subsurface tribal cultural resources
is found, the registered professional
archaeologist, in coordination with the City, shall
determine the appropriate Native American
monitor for the find. The registered professional
archaeologist and Native American Monitor shall
collect the resource and prepare a technical
report describing the results of the investigation.
The test-level report shall evaluate the site
including discussion of significance (depth,
nature, condition, and extent of the resources),
final mitigation recommendations, and cost
estimates.

Action
Indicating
Compliance

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency
During Excavation
and Grading
Activities

Retain a
Qualified
Archaeologist/
Consultation
with Native
American
Monitor/
Compliance with
CEQA
Guidelines for
Salvage
Operation if
Resources are
Discovered

Monitoring
Agency

Verification of Compliance
Initials

Date

Remarks

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department

Salvage operation requirements pursuant to
Section 15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines shall be
followed. Work within the area of discovery shall
resume only after the resource has been
appropriately mitigated.
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Mitigation
Number
AIR QUALITY
AQ-1
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Mitigation Measure
During clearing, grading, earth-moving, or
excavation operations, excessive fugitive dust
emissions shall be controlled by regular watering
or other dust preventive measures using the
following procedures, as specified by the
AVAQMD, including but not limited to AVAQMD
Rule 401, Visible Emissions, and Rule 403
Fugitive Dust:
•

On-site vehicle speed shall be limited to
15 miles per hour;

•

All on-site construction roads with
vehicle traffic shall be watered
periodically;

•

Streets adjacent to the project’s reach
shall be swept as needed to remove silt
that may have accumulated from
construction activities so as to prevent
excessive amounts of dust;

•

All material excavated or graded shall
be sufficiently watered to prevent
excessive amounts of dust. Watering
shall occur at least twice daily with
complete coverage, preferably in the
late morning and after work is done for
the day;

•

All clearing, grading, earth-moving, or
excavation activities shall cease during
periods of high winds (i.e., greater than
35 miles per hour averaged over one

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency

Action
Indicating
Compliance

Periodic Site
Inspections

Ongoing During
Construction

3-7
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Agency

Verification of Compliance
Initials

Date

Remarks

City of Palmdale
Public Works
Department
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Mitigation
Number

Mitigation Measure

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency

Action
Indicating
Compliance

Periodic Site
Inspections

Ongoing During
Construction

City of Palmdale
Public Works
Department

Periodic Site
Inspections

Ongoing During
Construction

City of Palmdale
Public Works
Department

Monitoring
Agency

Verification of Compliance
Initials

Date

Remarks

hour) so as to prevent excessive
amounts of dust;
•

All material transported on-site or offsite shall be either sufficiently watered
or securely covered to prevent
excessive amounts of dust;

•

The area disturbed by clearing, grading,
earth-moving, or excavation operations
shall be minimized so as to prevent
excessive amounts of dust; and

•

AQ-2

AQ-3

These control techniques shall be
indicated on project grading plans.
Compliance with this measure shall be
subject to periodic site inspections by
the City of Palmdale.
All trucks hauling excavated or graded material
on-site shall comply with State Vehicle Code
Section 23114, with special attention to Sections
23114(b)(F), (e)(2) and (e)(4), as amended,
regarding the prevention of such material spilling
onto public streets.
During construction activities, excessive
construction equipment and vehicle exhaust
emissions shall be controlled by implementing the
following procedures, as specified by the
AVAQMD:
•

Final | December 2017

Properly and routinely maintain all
construction
equipment,
as
recommended
by
manufacturer
manuals, to control exhaust emissions;
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Mitigation
Number

Mitigation Measure
•

Shut down equipment when not in use
for extended periods of time to reduce
emissions associated with idling
engines;

•

Encourage ride sharing and use of
transit transportation for construction
employee commuting to the project
sites;

•

Use electric equipment for construction
whenever possible in lieu of fossil fuelfired equipment; and

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency

Action
Indicating
Compliance

Periodic Site
Inspections

Ongoing During
Construction

City of Palmdale
Public Works
Department

Periodic Site
Inspections

Ongoing During
Construction

City of Palmdale
Public Works
Department

Monitoring
Agency

Verification of Compliance
Initials

Date

Remarks

•

AQ-4

AQ-5
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Curtail construction during periods of
high ambient pollutant concentrations;
this may include ceasing construction
activity during the peak-hour of
vehicular traffic on adjacent roadways.
The construction contractor shall adhere to
AVAQMD District Rule 1113 (Architectural
Coatings) to limit volatile organic compounds from
architectural coatings.
This rule specifies
architectural coatings storage, clean up and
labeling requirements.
All building demolition activities shall adhere to
AVAQMD District Rule 1403 (Asbestos Emissions
From Demolition/ Renovation Activities) and
Regulation X (National Emissions Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants). Additionally, the
demolished material shall be transported off-site
expeditiously after demolition of the structure.
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Mitigation
Number
AQ-6

AQ-7
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Mitigation Measure
A project-specific Health Risk Assessment shall
be required for new sensitive land uses such as
residences, hospitals, and schools located within
500 feet of Palmdale Boulevard and/or the
Metrolink/ Union Pacific right-of-way, pursuant to
the recommendations set forth in the CARB Air
Quality and Land Use Handbook. The Health
Risk Assessment shall evaluate a project per the
thresholds established in the most recent
guidance from the California Office of
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (i.e.,
carcinogenic risk equals or exceeds 10 in one
million; acute non-carcinogenic hazard index
equals or exceeds one; and/or if chronic noncarcinogenic hazard index equals or exceeds
one). If projects are found to exceed the
thresholds, mitigation shall be incorporated.
Mitigation measures may include mechanical
ventilation systems with Minimum Efficiency
Reporting Value rated filtration.
New sensitive land uses such as residences,
hospitals, and schools shall not be located closer
than 1,000 feet from any existing or proposed
distribution center/ warehouse facility which
generates a minimum of 100 heavy truck trips per
day, or 40 truck trips with transport refrigeration
units (TRUs) per day, or TRU operations
exceeding 300 hours per week, pursuant to the
recommendations set forth in the CARB Air
Quality and Land Use Handbook. If new sensitive
land uses cannot meet this setback, a projectspecific Health Risk Assessment shall be
prepared. The Health Risk Assessment shall
evaluate a project for the thresholds established
in the most recent guidance from the California
Office of Environmental Health Hazard

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency
Prior to Ground
Disturbance
Activities

Prior to Ground
Disturbance
Activities

Action
Indicating
Compliance
Preparation and
Approval of a
Health Risk
Assessment/
Issuance of
Grading Permits

Preparation and
Approval of a
Health Risk
Assessment/
Issuance of
Grading Permits

3-10

Monitoring
Agency

Verification of Compliance
Initials

Date

Remarks

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department
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Mitigation
Number

Mitigation Measure

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency

Action
Indicating
Compliance

Monitoring
Agency

Verification of Compliance
Initials

Date

Remarks

Assessment (i.e., carcinogenic risk equals or
exceeds 10 in one million; acute non-carcinogenic
hazard index equals or exceeds one; and/or if
chronic non-carcinogenic hazard index equals or
exceeds one). If projects are found to exceed the
thresholds, mitigation shall be incorporated.
Mitigation measures may include mechanical
ventilation systems with Minimum Efficiency
Reporting Value rated filtration.
NOISE
NOI-1
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To reduce noise impacts due to construction,
project applicants shall require construction
contractors to implement a site-specific noise
reduction program, subject to City review and
approval, which includes the following measures,
ongoing through demolition, grading, and/or
construction:
•

Equipment and trucks used for project
construction shall utilize the best
available noise control techniques (e.g.,
improved
mufflers,
equipment
redesign, use of intake silencers, ducts,
engine enclosures, and acousticallyattenuating shields or shrouds,
wherever feasible).

•

Impact tools (e.g., jack hammers,
pavement breakers, and rock drills)
used for project construction shall be
hydraulically or electronically powered
wherever possible to avoid noise
associated with compressed air
exhaust from pneumatically powered
tools.
However, where use of
pneumatic tools is unavoidable, an

Periodic Site
Inspections

Review and
Approval of
Noise Reduction
Program/
Ongoing during
Demolition,
Grading, and/or
Construction
Activities
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Mitigation
Number

Mitigation Measure

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency

Action
Indicating
Compliance

Monitoring
Agency

Verification of Compliance
Initials

Date

Remarks

exhaust muffler shall be used; this
muffler can lower noise levels from the
exhaust by up to about 10 dBA.
External jackets on the tools
themselves shall be used where
feasible, and this could achieve a
reduction of five dBA.
Quieter
procedures shall be used, such as drills
rather than impact equipment,
whenever feasible.
•

NOI-2
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Stationary noise sources shall be
located as far from adjacent receptors
as possible, and they shall be muffled
and incorporate insulation barriers, or
other measures to the extent feasible.
Prior to the issuance of each grading permit,
project applicants shall submit to the Community
Development Department a list of measures to
respond to and track complaints pertaining to
construction noise, ongoing throughout
demolition, grading, and/or construction. These
measures shall include the following:
•

A procedure and phone numbers for
notifying the City Public Works
Department staff and Palmdale
Sheriff’s Department (during regular
construction hours and off-hours);

•

A sign posted on-site pertaining the
permitted construction days and hours
and complaint procedures and who to
notify in the event of a problem. The
sign shall also include a listing of both
the City and construction contractor’s

Prior to Issuance of
Grading Permits/
Periodic Site
Inspections

Issuance of
Grading
Permits/
Ongoing During
Construction
Activities
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Mitigation
Number

Mitigation Measure

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency

Action
Indicating
Compliance

Monitoring
Agency

Verification of Compliance
Initials

Date

Remarks

telephone numbers (during regular
construction hours and off-hours); and
•

NOI-3
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A preconstruction meeting shall be held
with the job inspectors and the general
contractor/on-site project manager to
confirm that noise measures and
practices (including construction hours,
neighborhood notification, posted
signs, etc.) are completed.
The City shall require future developments in the
project planning area to implement the following
measures to reduce the potential for human
annoyance and architectural/structural damage
resulting from elevated groundborne noise and
vibration levels.
•

Pile driving within a 50-foot radius of
occupied units or designated historic
structures shall utilize alternative
installation methods where possible
(e.g., pile cushioning, jetting, predrilling,
cast-in-place systems, resonance-free
vibratory pile drivers).

•

The preexisting condition of all
designated historic buildings within a
50-foot radius of proposed construction
activities shall be evaluated during a
preconstruction
survey.
The
preconstruction survey shall determine
conditions that exist before construction
begins for use in evaluating damage
caused by construction activities.
Fixtures and finishes within a 50-foot
radius of construction activities

Prior to Issuance of
Grading Permits

Preparation and
Approval of a
Preconstruction
Survey/
Verification of
Alternative
Installation
Methods/
Ongoing During
Construction

3-13
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Mitigation
Number

Mitigation Measure

susceptible to damage shall be
documented (photographically and in
writing) prior to construction. All
damage shall be repaired back to its
preexisting condition.
HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
Prior to demolition and/or rehabilitation
HAZ-1
activities, an asbestos survey shall be
conducted by an Asbestos Hazard Emergency
Response Act (AHERA) and Cal OSHA
certified building inspector to determine the
presence or absence of asbestos containingmaterials (ACMs). If ACMs are located,
abatement of asbestos shall be completed prior
to any activities that would disturb ACMs or
create an airborne asbestos hazard. Asbestos
removal shall be performed by a State certified
asbestos containment contractor in accordance
with the Antelope Valley Air Quality
Management District (AVAQMD) Rule 1403.
If paint is separated from building materials
HAZ-2
(chemically or physically) during demolition of
the structures, the paint waste shall be
evaluated independently from the building
material for lead by a qualified Environmental
Professional. If lead-based paint is found,
abatement shall be completed by a qualified
Lead Specialist prior to any activities that would
create lead dust or fume hazard. Lead-based
paint removal and disposal shall be performed
in accordance with California Code of
Regulation Title 8, Section 1532.1, which
specifies exposure limits, exposure monitoring
and respiratory protection, and mandates good
worker practices by workers exposed to lead.
Contractors performing lead-based paint
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Monitoring
Timing/Frequency

Action
Indicating
Compliance

Monitoring
Agency

Prior to Demolition
and/or Rehabilitation
Activities

Preparation and
Approval of an
Asbestos
Survey/
Issuance of
Demolition
Permits

City of Palmdale
Building and
Safety Division

During Demolition
Activities

Closure/
Concurrence
Letter from
Appropriate
Regulatory
Agency

City of Palmdale
Building and
Safety Division
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Mitigation
Number

HAZ-3

HAZ-4
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Mitigation Measure
removal shall provide evidence of abatement
activities to the City Project Engineer.
A formal Phase I Environmental Site
Assessment (ESA) shall be prepared on a
project-by-project basis for any commercial and
industrial properties involving hazardous
materials or waste. The Phase I ESA shall be
prepared in accordance with ASTM Standard
Practice E 1527-13 or the Standards and
Practices for All Appropriate Inquiry (AAI), prior
to any land acquisition, demolition, or
construction activities. The Phase I ESA would
identify specific Recognized Environmental
Conditions (RECs), which may require further
sampling/remedial activities by a qualified
hazardous
materials
Environmental
Professional with Phase II/site characterization
experience prior to land acquisition, demolition,
and/or construction.
The Environmental
Professional shall identify proper remedial
activities, if necessary.
For projects that would disturb soils within the
existing railroad rights-of-way, qualified
hazardous
materials
Environmental
Professional with Phase II/site characterization
experience shall conduct sampling in order to
determine whether or not contamination exists
within the areas of proposed disturbance.
Results of the sampling would indicate the level
of remediation efforts that may be required, if
necessary. All activities conducted within
railroad rights-of-way shall be conducted under
the purview of the local regulatory agency in
order to identify proper handling procedures
should contamination be present.

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency

Action
Indicating
Compliance

Monitoring
Agency

Prior to Land
Acquisition and/or
Construction
Activities

Preparation and
Approval of
Phase I ESA/
Issuance of
Demolition/
Grading Permits

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department

Prior to Construction
Activities

Sampling
Results/
Completion of
any
Remediation
Activities
Required

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department
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Mitigation
Number
HAZ-5

Mitigation Measure
If unknown wastes or suspect materials are
discovered during construction by the
contractor that are believed to involve
hazardous waste or materials, the contractor
shall comply with the following:
•

•
•
•
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Immediately cease work in the
vicinity of the suspected contaminant,
and remove workers and the public
from the area;
Notify the City’s Project Engineer;
Secure the area as directed by the
Project Engineer; and
Notify the implementing agency’s
Hazardous
Waste/Materials
Coordinator. The Hazardous Waste/
Materials Coordinator shall advise
the responsible party of further
actions that shall be taken, if
required.

Monitoring
Timing/Frequency
During Construction
Activities

Action
Indicating
Compliance
Closure/
Concurrence
Letter from
Appropriate
Regulatory
Agency
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Monitoring
Agency

Verification of Compliance
Initials

Date

Remarks

City of Palmdale
Planning
Department/ City
of Palmdale Public
Works
Department
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4.0

ERRATA

Changes to the Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) are noted below. A doubleunderline indicates additions to the text; strikeout indicates deletions to the text. Changes have
been analyzed and responded to in Section 2.0, Response to Comments of the Final EIR. The
changes to the Draft EIR do not affect the overall conclusions of the environmental document.
Changes are listed by page and, where appropriate, by paragraph.
These errata address the technical comments on the Draft EIR, which circulated from September
25, 2017 through November 8, 2017. These clarifications and modifications are not considered
to result in any new or substantially greater impacts as compared to those identified in the Draft
EIR. Any changes referenced to mitigation measures contained in the Draft EIR text also apply
to Section 1.0, Executive Summary and Section 5.0, Environmental Analysis of the Draft EIR. All
mitigation measure modifications have been reflected in Section 4.0, Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program of the Final EIR.
Draft EIR Mitigation Measure CUL-1 is revised in the Final EIR, as follows:

CUL-1

In the event that archeological resources are unearthed during excavation and
grading activities of future development, the contractor shall cease all earthdisturbing activities within a 100-meter radius of the area of discovery, notify the
City’s Planning Director, and, with direction from the City’s Planning Director, shall
retain a qualified archaeologist certified by the County of Orange Los Angeles to
evaluate the significance of the find and recommend an appropriate course of
action.
If evidence of subsurface tribal cultural resources is found, the registered
professional archaeologist, in coordination with the City, shall contact the Native
American Heritage Commission to determine the appropriate Native American
monitor for the find. The registered professional archaeologist and Native American
Monitor shall collect the resource and prepare a technical report describing the
results of the investigation. The test-level report shall evaluate the site including
discussion of significance (depth, nature, condition, and extent of the resources),
final mitigation recommendations, and cost estimates.
Salvage operation requirements pursuant to Section 15064.5 of the CEQA
Guidelines shall be followed. Work within the area of discovery shall resume only
after the resource has been appropriately mitigated.
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Section 1.0, Executive Summary
Draft EIR page 1-1 is revised in the Final EIR, as follows:

1.1

PROJECT LOCATION

The project planning area for the Palmdale TOD Framework Plan Project (herein referred to as
the “project”), which includes several components as described below, consists of
approximately 1,035 acres and is centered around the PTC and the proposed location for the
City’s future High Speed Rail station. The project planning area is generally bounded by
Rancho Vista Boulevard (Avenue P) to the north and Palmdale Boulevard (SR-138) to the south
and by SR-14 to the west and 10th Street East to the east. The PTC is a regional multi-modal
hub that provides connections between AVTA local and commuter bus service, Metrolink
commuter rail service, Santa Clarita Transit, Greyhound bus service, and Amtrak Throughway
bus service.
The Palmdale Regional Airport is located approximately one mile northeast of the PTC. While
Palmdale Regional Airport once offered commercial flights, U.S. Air Force Plant 42 is now the
primary user of the site. Most facilities are owned by the U.S. Air Force and are leased to
private aerospace contractors, including Boeing, Lockheed Martin, and Northrop Grumman.

Section 5.13, Public Services and Utilities
Draft EIR page 5.13-1 is revised in the Final EIR, as follows:

FIRE PROTECTION
Fire protection services within the City of Palmdale (City) are provided by contract with the Los
Angeles County Fire Department (LACFD). The LACFD is one of the largest regional fire
service organizations in California, responding to 23,629 13,071 fire incidents from 2012-2014
in 2016.1 LACFD currently serves approximately 4,000,000 residents in unincorporated County
areas and 58 contract cities. LACFD operates 167 173 fire stations and is staffed with
approximately 4,631 4,770 firefighters and support personnel. Additionally, LACFD has nine
emergency operations divisions. LACFD has established the following goals: 1) responding
within five minutes to any call for services; and staffing each shift in each station with a minimum
three-person team of professional firefighters.
Palmdale is served by the following four five fire stations located within the City, as well as five
seven fire stations that serve outlying areas.2
•
•

Station 24 – 1050 West Avenue P
Station 37 – 38318 9th Street East
1

Los Angeles County Fire Department, Strategic Plan Annual Report (2013-2015), page 5.
Communication: Takeshita, Michael Y., Acting Chief, Forestry Division, October 12, 2017.
2
City of Palmdale, City of Palmdale Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, page 21, April 2015. Ibid.
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•
•
•

Station 131 – 2629 East Avenue S
Station 93 – 55624 East Avenue R
Station 136 – 3650 Bolz Ranch Road

Draft EIR page 5.13-9 is revised in the Final EIR, as follows:

Wastewater Treatment
Wastewater generated by the City is collected by the Districts and conveyed for treatment to
the PWRP or LWRP. The PWRP has a design capacity of 12 mgd and currently processes an
average flow of 8 mgd (or 67 percent capacity).3 The LWRP has a design capacity of 18 mgd
and currently processes an average flow of 12.9 12.8 mgd (or 72 71 percent capacity).4
The project planning area is mostly within District No. 20, and wastewater generated within the
area is routed to the PWRP through the Districts’ trunk sewers for treatment.

3
Written Communication: Adriana Raza, Facilities Planning Department, County Sanitation Districts of Los
Angeles County, February 9, 2017.
4
Ibid. Written Communication: Adriana Raza, Facilities Planning Department, County Sanitation Districts of
Los Angeles County, November 8, 2017.
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